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to apologize for his not coming himself: he sent word to me, further, that he did not dare to appear before me since the rebuke I administered to him at Cunningham. The messenger besought me, as of his own motion, to examine his master's conduct to see if my suspicions were well founded. I replied that fear was an incurable disease, that the Earl of Lennox would not be so disturbed if his conscience did not reproach him, and that if I was rather quick with him, it was no more than a fair reprisal for the letter he wrote to me.
" Not one person who lives in the city has called upon me, which leads me to think that they are all in his interest : more than that, they' speak of him as well as of his son, in the highest terms. The King sent for Joachim yesterday, and asked him why I did not take up my quarters with him, adding that my presence would cure him at once: he also asked what my purpose was in coming: whether it was to be reconciled with him; whether you were here: whether I had prepared a list of the members of my household: whether I had taken Paris and Gilbert for secretaries: and whether I was still determined to dismiss Joseph. I don't know who-has kept him so well posted. There is nothing, not even Sebastien's marriage, which he doesn't know all about.
" I asked him to explain one of his letters in which he complained of the cruelty of certain people. He replied that he was in despair, but that my presence caused him so much joy that he thought he would die of it. He reproached me several times because I seemed thoughtful : I left him to go to supper; he begged me to return and I did so. He then told me the history of his illness, and said that his only wish was to make a will leaving everything to me, adding that I was in a measure the cause of his trouble which he attributed to my coldness.